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ABSTRACT 

Problems of American Indian college students in South 
Dakota which appeared to be "distinctively Indian" in nature were 
identified'. Two questionnaires were administered to 72 Indian 
students enrolled in U-year colleges and universities during the 
spring of 1957, Data analysis centered on the comparison of the 
problems of two pair of groups* Indian vs non^lndians and 
"Indian^like Indians vs "non-Indian-like" Indians* In the first 
of comparisons^ certain data from this studj were compared with 
results of similar studies of college students in general in a 
Wisconsin State Teachers College and the University of Illinois, 
second set of comparisons was based on a division of the Indian^ 
students into two groups on the basis of ability or lack of ability 
to speak an Indian J.anguage, The two sets of comparisons yielded 
essentially the same resuits. The one general and overriding finding 
wa^s that Indian studients have more problems that arte troublesome and 
serious than do non^Indian students* Among the'^special problems of 
the Indian s^tudent weref poor academic training for college/ 
especially in the areas of mathematics and science^ but also in 
social studied and English; insufficient monetary fundS/ especially 
for clothing and **spending money"; inability to relate himself to the 
future^ particularly as this involved his educational and vocational 
objectives; and concern about moral and religious guestions and about 
family members. (NQ) 
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The principal objectives of the Inititute are the conduct of 
reiearch, the dissemination of iqfoiroation, and the rendering of 
service,. / 

Activities of the Institute include the holding of Indian 
confere;nces; conducting economic, social, and political problem 
studies; stimulating community participation and citkenship 
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Introductipn 

Those who live in or close to Indian country know the 
mEny problems that arise w^hen two cultui^es, in- many ways 
quite different from one another, are forced to exist side by side. 
Some give and take are necessary for both, but the Indian who 
is in the minority has the bigger problem df adaptation. 

One of the beat means of bringing about this adaptation 
is the education of young Indians. Many are the problems in 
this urea, and much forn\aI investigation is necessary for intelli- 
gent action. Certainly one important aspect is the degree of ad- 
justment of Indian students to college life. 

Because of the importance of this aspect the Institute of 
Indian Studies is most Jiappy to publish the present study in co- 
operation with the South Dakota State Department of Public 
Instruction. Acknowledgement is made by the Institute for a 
financial grant from the University Research Fund for its 
shar^^ of the printing costs. 

0 _ _ _ ' 

This study grew out of a master's thesis done by Mr. Ar- 
tichoKer in the Graduate School of the University of South Da- 
kofa Under the direction of Professor Joseph T. Fisher, The 
©(^itorial committee of the Institute of Indian Studies consisted 
.of Professor E, W, Sterling, of the Department of History, and 
Professor Neil Palmer, of the Depaitment of Sociology, both of 
the University of South Dakota. In preparing the thesis for this 
kind of publication it was necessary to rewrite it entirely and 
to enlarge upon the interpretations and conclusions. This work 
was done by Professor Palmer. 

.The Institute of Indian Studies hopes that this publication 
will Ifad to a better appreciation of the problems facing Indian 
college students and to a greater effort by young Indians to ob- 
tain a college education. 

. Elbert W. Harringtoii, Dean ' 
^ College of Arts and Sciences 

Chairman, Executive Committee 
Institute of Indian Studies 
University of South Dakota 
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^ -n Of Indian Educiition in the State Depiu-tnieUt 

of Pubhc Instruction is one of our most important units We 
teel fofcunate indeed in hnvinif this aren heiided by an Indian' 
Ji-diicatoi- who Has both the personfll interest and professional 
training' to handle this program. 

It is our belief that one of the adequate approaches in as. 
sistincr our Indian youth in adjustiiiir to the modem American 
culture IS through education. The reader of this studv wiU ob= 
serve that the Indian student covets counseling and guidance, 
both betore and duruijr his or her coUeife careers. 

. >pie South Dakota State Department of Public Instruction 
IS intb^tf.ed in cooperatinir with the Department of Interior and 
other Federal agencies as we together promote the general ed- 
ucational welfare of the Indian youth in our public, parochial 
and prn-ate school.s, It is our desire and our .Uitv to give this 
phase of our state educational program our mo.st heartv endorse- 
ment. • . ^ U BC 

M. F, Coddingtort 

State Snperflntendint 

Department of. Public Instruct'o'i 

State Capitol 

Pierre, South Dakotu 
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ORIENTATION TO THE PROBLEM 



When the white man first came. to the area that later be- 
came Dakota Territory and, ultimately, South Dakota, he found 
a well-orgauized society of Dakota Indians. The hunting econo- 
my, hinguage, syml^oli«m, family Jifei and play of the^e Indians 
constituted parts 'of their integrated culture. Physical and social 
problems that presented themselves were met in welUestablished 
and successful ways. , 

Til e story of the conflict between the Indian and the white 
man, resulting in the destruction of the Siouan society ancl the es- 
tablishment of a resersuition culture, is entirely too familiar to be 
repeated here. For the purposes of thiw study it is sufficient to 
call attention to the fact^hat out of thlrf set of circumstances an 
entirely new set of problems was created for both the Indians and 
the uiiite man. To dute, satisfactory solutions to these problems 
have not been developed." It was In the attempt to provide 
pnie needed insight into one of these niany problem areas that 
tli*e present researcli was undeitaken. Speclfia^illy, the problem 
that is reviewed in. this report^c'enters about the higher education 
of Indian youn^ people in South Dakota. ^ 

t The 1956 school census report of the U, Biu^eau of In- 
dian Affairs Indicated tliat South Dakota had iOjiGl Indian 
children c^f school age. ^^This figure included all Indiun child- 
run of *igtis six Jo 18, and those who where older uiid younger,' 
Init attending school nt tlie time. Th^ tr^nd in regard to the edu- 
ration of South Dakota'lnilian young peuple has been oiie of an 
increasing number soeking higher levels of educatinnal achieve^^ 
metit TliE Legislature encuura5i:efl this trend by e/nactiiiK 

a scholarship program for Indian students wishing -to attend 
>italu institutions of higher education, Subse(iueni legislative ac- 
tion'lTas given additional streiigth to the original priipn-iun. As 
a result of these ami uth^r factors, the^-e has been an increasl^ng 
number of Indian yf>ung people attending collegus.^. 

• Thest; tlavelopnHMits have been welcomed by those who sue 
thiiseMndian studentH as a potential core of lemlership dt-dicatud 
to making their contriijutions to the sfjhition of the South Dakota 
'Madiun iirobleni.'' Ilowever, acting in the Capacity of Director 
of IncHan Kducation in the South Dakfita Uepartnie^U of J-ublic 
Instruction since 1051, the author has come to recugnize, aiong 
with others, tliat thuse stuflents are facing not oidy the nornial 
pro!)lems of college life, but additional ones that appear to be 
solely gtmerHted by the fact that thuy are Indians. 
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Jiuiuiry revealH that while there fs much that has been 
written on vaH^u^ Indian problems, including tirose that relate 
to education on We elementary and secoiidai^y levels, there has. 
been no Hystematic hivestigation of the problems of the Indian 
CDllege student. It was at this gap in our knowledge, of Indian 
problems that the pre.sent research was directed— in the hope^ 
that some of the results might be of assistance in permitting In= 
dian students to utilize their potentialities and opportunities to a 
fuHer extent than is currantly possible!! ^ 

Specifically, it was the purpose of this study to isolate and 
anaU'ze the problems of Indian college^ students in South Da^ 
kota colleges that stem from the fact of their unic(ue heritaKQ. 
with the view of niaking recommendations as to the specific 
means by w^hich these problems might be attacked by those who 
are in a position to take such action. — 



THE; RESEARCH PROCEDURE 

This research was inaugurated in November, 1956, by 
directing inquiries to all of the four^year colleges In South Da^ 
kota in regard to the number of registered Indian college stu- 
dents. Replies indicated that there were, 97 such students en- 
rolled in these schools *at that time. By the time the actual 
study was conclucted, at least 15 of the original iiumber had 
either dropped out of school or graduated. A few of the remain- 
jug students failed to keep appointments wltf^he investigator. 
As a 2'esult, irfformation w^as provided by 72^students, represent- 
ing about 90 per cent of all Indian students attendinfeSouth Da- 
kota four-year colleger in the spring of 1957. 

The data for the study were collected through the use of 
two questionnaires. Oiie of these, the Mooney Problem- Check 
List (1950 Revised Version), i is a standardized instrument that 
has been tested for reliability and validity. It was speclfiually 
designed to reveal problems cf college students. ^These problems 
are classified in 11 " ijroblem ar^as, inclucUng the following: 
health and physical development; finances, living conditdons, 
and employment; social and recreational activitieH; sociaUpsy- 
chological i^elations ; personal-psychological relations \ court- 
ship, sex, and marriage; home and family; morals and reHglon; 
adjustment to college work ; ^^ocational and educational future; 
and curriculum and teaching procedure. From lu total list of 
330 items, the respon^dent is^isked to check those problems 
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■ 5tud.„t.r camp-i^ of^t^^T n ""'^ •'o"=Inclian college 
hoped that it^m 'tt; r^^iM^!''^ v'"'^ comparisons it was 

grouiuU nf'the11ck„N tinf' f'f"'' ^^P^^'^ences- and back, 
the fact of hi/l- dif;^tait^v WMlJ'no'r^' 'f%f-^t'>' to 
made to establish Hie reHn Sh- ' o fornial attempt was 

naii-e, it felt a conf ^ e'^-lnl, this question^ 

it Pruvided inaanuich seSnl^^ i''"""^ ''«ta that 

— ±he questionnaire \s!a8^^!lvl]opLd i^"f'°"i;^;^''' ^^^'""^ First, 
4f>-aduate student. . a mIevS ?. u ^^"^^h Indian 

University of South Da^H Sp"v f "^T^'? the State 
wit.h the Indian sti den s nt 9. ^^'6ra held 

wh^ completed thelueSi^ n'S^''^;"^'^^^ ^'^'''''^ College 
eclerl toward the discm-^ n J''"'"^ nitervieu s were dir, 

ies asHociated with t^e ^"i"; " ''^'^"'t'f ""^^ other difficult- 
interWews,, needed chan.:es S n "''V '"^'^"'t of these 

isti-ation were made ' ' ^'^'e^t'^n^aire and its admin- 

Te«ch„.H College; So h Dnkk State 
TeadiMH CoII«j.y. and t?,P S ' Southern State 

The Director '^'siud Perx>a^ J T'nrl' ^'"^^ "^^'^<^ta. 
C.li.„e. and Uie H„ t 'l^u a ^ iS^'Vli"^ "^^^^^^ ^^'^I- 

■ '"^loi3^ administ,,rud the niiust o n ; ? ".'^ ^"'"'^'^ "'i^' Teclu 
"Mheir respective Kd>^,ir " '''f students 

BACKftROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF 
INDIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS 



10 



ERIC 



Thi* Sioux Iii(iiaii 



Ki'ouncls oftahe Indian rstudents attendinj^ .South Dakota col-* 
leges. They incttided iteniH pertaining to ^igo, sex, degree of 
Indian bUiod, tribal affiliation, home reservation, college ex- 
perience, pre-college educational expsriences, current fields of 
academic pursuit, and educational achievements of the parents 
of the students; This section, reports tlie findings^ ol the re- 
searclv into these queHbions. ^ . " - 

V'^ The distribution of Indian students, by sex, was exacts 
' ly three-to^one, with the males predominating. Thin reprasents 
a sliglitly higher propbrtion of males than is the cas^ for 
South Dakota college students in generaL In regard tg age, 
male Indian ' college students^ appettr to be atypiual of the 
general college population. Only slightl5^-^'i^ thar, half of 
the male Indian college ^^students, were of ag^ 17 to 24, the 
nprmal age range for undergraduate college students.' All 
oij the female Indian college students were of ages 17 to 24. 
Among the males, however, ages ranged upward to 45, with 
almost 20 par cent being over 27 years of acre. The, over-repre- 
sentation of older maL^s is probably best accounted for in 
terms gf the recently ad^jted prograrji of Federal assistlmcd"^ 
for vocational trai!iing fok Indians^^ However, other factors 
may, well have contributed to it. 
^. V ^ i- 

. Academiqally, ajmost one^half of the students were in . 
theu^ first year of college.. Another group, of almost 20 per 
cent, Avere in their secund year, while the remainder w^re even- 
ly divided between Jhird anct fourth yeai\ Three students were 
unclassified. Since the general distribiition of college students, 
.^by year, is somewhat more eyen ^om one year to the next, 
two explanations of the vnH^tion Worn nofmal among Indian - 
students might be offt^red : (i) an iiicreaHing nunajer of In-^ 
duui young people are attending coiiege caclr yenr, mu\ (2) 
th^ di'op^out rate among Indian Students appears to be high- 
er than that for the general colleife population. According to 
University staff niembors, experience suggests that the latter 
is the more plausible explanation. ^ 

The oocupayonHl and vocational aspirations uf these 
Htudents is partially reflected in their responses tn the tiuestion 
asking- their major area of study. Education (teaulier train. 
.ing),^engineei-ing,. and trade coul-ses accounted for the majors 
"of nearly half of the Htiulents. Aside from these three areas 
there was no particular area in which there were nun^e than 
three students expressing an interest ^ majoi: study. 

One of the most significant uham ^eristics of the Indian 
students is I'elutod to their pre-college educational experiences,' 



, ' To Colk'^'y * , ,j 

Jhpt^poHenJesVeie divided amoiiK three tvpes of «ci,nnh- 
.^.U imva^ (pnrnchiah. and publio. Most' ir the student, 
Matg^sh.ited trom one type of school' to another aometimes 
quite lr«t,uentlyr-nuhi]e,such shifting about i, not ne^^i- 
• ;lhir f'""^f 'h ^'"''^ create yrobe^wh^, 

— ^aStJS H '^■T'"?*'^ '""'''''^ P^«m., of making 
. .Jtffes^ slfifts aftier the school year has started. . 

w-m . >^t"rh^ ftucients pHrticipating in .this study, there 

Vi 1^' Chippewa, and one Nez Peroe Tho 

""''^ the,Sioux tribe. ThesI s^d^ s 
; alf South Dakota in approximiS 

ii^^lff l%TPr""' '■^'^P^ctive reservations i^pro^ 

. "fi the.tonl Indian populrition of the State. Apart from 
^ hose n-oin South D.rkota, there were students front North d" 
Kata, >.ebraska, Montana, Idaho, and Oklahoma; 

' hv ^h.'^'r'^' every deKree of Indian blood was represented 
n^;,^ 1 fpf • ;^'t^2n.beinjr less tlmn one-half blS IT 
• T-'f^ *M tln-ee^quHrter Olood, 20 from^hrJe 

■ ^ Sd^? ' T and m full-bloods. There 

a\sti«ht tendency^ lor. full-bloods and naar-fulUblnodV to he 
. ^conc^n^rated .in one school^outhern State Teachel^Cot^^ 
- * Accordinjf to the report^ of the reHpondents, the medi-in 

^llntT:^ "'1r'"' thevStnd«nt^wS 0- 

iLAit,, foi lathers, thu median was eiy-ht vears The •tohiAv^. 

meats ,d ti,e«e . parents do not appear'to lie appij'biy ' ■^h: 
ei than the average for Indians in general. , "'t" 
, rn summary it appears that in addition to "the f^ct ot 
^ ^«.nK ..I Indmn ancestry. Uulian, college nt. di 7er Iron 

■no„4ndian colle-e students in a'number ui u-nififan? wn"" 

ui varm y of types of schuuls and, probably. n,u,h morSlit 
. ;n'«nt^changeLn school .attended, Hcn-nnd ihHr ni^ I lit ' 
. home e.periu^s havC buen'i.frKely c-ndin d ,n , ! • 

^ -Si^fn"' >V n..ity life uf mm^nrib ' 

Thn-d, the male Indian coiloye student, on the avoraifo n ^rt " 
■ pates in lii..her education a lah-r peifiod iu hu "i^^ 

. than does his nnndndian cnunterpart ' 

•' ' ' . i ' ' "- ' ' ■ ,' 

THE ACCUiTURATIO-N QF^tNDIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS 

nf thi«"J'"^'*'u'"- that one .{r the muim- ..bjocUvus 

ot I IS .research was to attempt to shod some j -ht ..i H ^ 

fo:^nU^:c£^;''''r "-"^^'^ «tu..ent that 'u!' o'^S^ 
le^^ duectly Tp»m-ti,e tact of hiH^Jjcini^. Indian. In order ta 

* • ' ' ' ' ' , '• .12 
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accomplish this bbjectim it seemed that either or both of 
^ ; t^^P Pi'otiediues would have to be followed. One possibility 
Svas to riecure comparable data from both Indians imd non- 
Indians. It might be ns^imecL thAt^wiiA^ 
^..petti^ed— between^ th^ W ga'oups could be attributed to the 
fact of being Indian. A second 'possiblity wan to attempt to 
divide the Indian students into groups according to some fHct- 
that differentiates among them in terms of their relative 
nttachmeiit to the traditional culture of the Indian or the gen- 
_ erul Western culture of the non-Indians, If the students could 
be legitimately assigned to such groups, an^ variiitions in the 
' proble^il^ reported by these groups might be more-or-less dir- 
. ectly attributed to the fact of Indian cultural inyolvement. 

. In i^egard to the second of these two procedures it 
should be recognized that an important asBumption is beings 
made I namely, it is not the mere fact of Indian ancestry 
that accounts for "spBciar* problem^ of Indian students, but 
rather the extent to which Indian students, through their 
' cultural background, e^cperience college life in a different mmi- " 
nar than do thbse who have some ^her cultural backgrouiuU 

Actually, both of the above^ prbcedures ware used in 
the unalysiR. Since, reports of the administration of the Mooney 
^P**oblenr Ohaclc List to non^ndiansaO'ere available, .compariso^^ 
between the^e results and thoie relating to rndians were made 
pOHPibl^. 'However, Ihe autKor*s own questionnaire had such 
a di.stinetly "Indian orientation'* it was not feasible to admin- 
Istei^ it to nojn-tndians. The Bicond mnde of analysis was bas- 
ed on a division of the Indian students into twnLvrgroups of 
approNimately equal mze, One group consisted of those stu- 
dfntD *'h(j were more closely tied to the traditional Inflian 
culturii; the other g^'oup consisted of those who had tonded 
to movu away from the Indian culture — closer to the general 
. Western-typu culturn of tholi^non-lndian neighbors, 

The divlsion/of the Indian sturion^s Into theHe two 
uatogoriaH was.baHud upon their knowledge or lack of know- 
ledge, ruspectivoly, r)r an Indian language, TIiIh assumed, of 
cpurse, that aJangUage is niorc than a set or words* It im- 
plieH tliat languago incorporateM and purpetualuK Huts of ideas, 
vnlueH, patternH of behavior, atlitudeS, and npinions, ThijH, 
hi geriei^iil, InHorar as an Individual kufuvs anfl uhds a given 
Janguagis m will hu Hharo^the iflrian and vahiuH that go along 
with ihnt "Janguagch Thi.^ nHHuniptioii is coUHiderud valid by 
cnviturni)i>riVt'y Hoeial HrluntlatH. , 

Hoth grnups of sLudonts aclually Hpoku the HlngllHh lain 
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^ giiage. However, 89 of the 72 respondents also spoke an In= ' 
.. clian Innguiige. In subseqiient discussion this group will be re- 

pmM^MJhs^^mnunal'^gmup^ 

dents spoke English only; they will hereafter be referred to 
as the •'Enalish.oni.v" group. . 

« 1 T ,^"'f f the ntembei-s of the "bilingual" jrroup, 19 Iearn= 
ed Indian before they learned English; 18 learned English be- 
fore they learned Indian ; and two reported that they learned 
the two languages. simultaneously. Most of the parents of the 
members of this group were also bilingual, , with four of the 
fathers and three- of the hiothers being able to speak Indian 
only. It IS spificant that Indian was the prefen-ed language ' 
in almost half of the homes of these people, ' 

three fm^^th? nP%r''" °f "Engllsh-only" group, about 
thiee.fourthb of their parents are able to speak an Indian 

^nf he^'V^'l^ being able to speak only Indian. 

Fuither, English was the preferred language in all of the 
homes ot, the members of this group, 



GENERAL PROBLEMS OF INDIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS 

, ,, For the purpases of repoi-tinjr the residts of the invesci- 
■^h'j'-^f.''^^- ''Un#>n collegu students, an a empt 
has been made to saparato the pi-obleniH into various gen- 
er|U categ'or.ea. Each category will be reported, with spel^ial 
alien on being diroctod toward differences between the "bi 
mguH and Engl.shMn.ly" groups. The roHullH of the adn - 
istratmn of the Mooney I'nililHin (■heck List, inu.,.iht.i. wl , 
cun.imnsouH ot reMults IVum udminUtrati.m to non-IndiauH wll • 
Ije .fiven in a Hepa/'alci Hoetlon following the report df vo^uhn 
on the author's (luostioiiiiaii'o. • uiih 

Problema RelatinK to PInancM and BudBetiiiK Fjolit 
(lUGHUnnM relating trrlnuineoH-ai.d budgeting wunMiske^i. Thev 
ncluded m,.h olenientH as Hourcos and ncliquacv ol 'fi d^ 
Uidus related o hulian vh. non-Indian rinanclnl r ! ure ! 
^ onnatuM, mi iHulguling, and ml, of i|,u Murean of I ii j 
AflalrH III adniinlHhH'ing its I'lindH, nHiijin 

III tonris of the iiund)er .of lu.r.HniiH rupoi-Llng, l|,o Umv 
n oRt coinmnnly munUmn.d Hoiircos of ninds rm- Im I ^,0 

'n""/"",' imd tribal or fudural gmnlH. Thero 

^niH a Hl.ght tondonry. allhough pi-Mlmb|.v noi nt, Int rnllv Id ^ ' 
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lo , sim.lal- ■luestloii, "Would you have K„„e to co L ,e fr v„n 

t uf •■I IM -"' V^r'"''' they lu.il adr/quntu hnuf u^^h^- 

nm, -n-ir ,''''"1 'ii''"'^ '"i"'!''''!"! '■•■Hnliraos u ltl, thnm. , (' 

A^ai', H ' ^'''^!"' '■'^'^ t''°^' H.H.H. cl a,| vuuiiu^ 
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^ It was reported, thnt about tlu-ee=foiii-ths of the atiident* 



thay thmurht it „,i^u be bettev to have tl^sa funis s^li^ 
ffii^ vnum : °^ ..oup agreed 



„P>-obI«m5 Centering on Relations Between College Ufa 
t^^ mu^^y T.ea A number of questions were asked for 
tie puipose of aHcertiuiimg' what problems, if nnv develon 

?^:?^tM^ *° .«ervati;^.'^Se^ 

In response to (luestioiis asking how much thev missed 
hen- parent, and Mends, both .at tli^ Ijoginnii^ of HieS^l^ 
lege expe.|ence and later, the. Indian col^ge shic^nS^efScfc 

n:=;|n=%Jh^^^ 

decree that was .hKhtly groutc.r than that of Ihi ''bmy^,,'' 

pnt nH t'"^ «itiUition wan Homuuluil differ- 

ent. Ou .Mil.ying coilcg,.. belli MToupn s«umecl In nii^s rrii r 

'"'"rr ^f^'.*^*^^' ^smilio. IMHs wa. "v, H^l M 

ini?'^ 'H'''^'' ^> thu flmu : ' ,rm" 

iS.n;;:iMSd" '''^^'•■^-^^^^ ...H .H.ing';;;^?,: 

111 trrniM f.r Ihu i.Nt,.|,t ill' coiiiniiinicalinh iM.hvtM.n Ihr- 
, OHponduMlH and llmir I'H.nilh.H and IVicn.dH. it wa. , , , m ^ 
n oru t,l tho paiumlM or Ihu "KnKll.l.-,.nly" Kmup wrih' | 
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ly from their friends tends to confirm the suggestion of the data 
— t4i4tt~^b i H n g u arl^— 
friends at home than ara the **Engh!ah-only*- students, 

The part played by homesickness, or' misaing family or 
friends, in causing the student to think about leJ^wng college 
as, freshmen is smalL The most frequently mentioned reasons 
for thinking of leaving school at an early date were rsported 
to be finances and the qhange in type and amount of social 
activity*..JilAre significant, probably, is the fact that the thought 
-"■of Iflwing college during the freshman year is very much more 
frequent among the **billnguar' than the "Euglish-only" stu- 
dents. 

When asked for the reasons why students actually* known 
^y'the respondents had dropped out of noUe^e, a great: variety 
of answers were given. ^The two niost frequently mentioned 
reasons were finances ai\d low grades, OtherSp in order uC 
frequency of mentioni \vere eKcessive use of alcohol. Indiffer- 
ence, to be marriedi unable to adjust, social life, general dis- 
couragement, home-sickness, trouble at homo, and militaiy 
obligations. 

Jt is fairly clears from the responses to questions about 
.the attitude of the students toward the reservation as a place 
to live, that the college eKperienee cauHes the student to re- 
define the desirability of living oii the reservation. In gen- 
eral, the longer the college experience the les.^ desirabls does 
the reMervation appear as a place to live, Only about one in 
Five HtUflents from bnth groups e?^pected, at tlie time of the 
Kurvey, to make hiH nr liur home oii the reHyryation after fin- 
i^liiii^r ^ul Iugr3,- ' or tiinHu expecdiig to ruturn to the roservation, 
many said that thuir main roaHon for doing ho was to ,tako 
advanlage of the uniiiloyment opportunitleH and HtHmrity pro- 
s^idcfl ill civil Burvif*u pHHitfona. 

_ . _ ^ _ - . ■ 

Problemii Ridating to Riicei Sillue II was fuH that thu 
physical fiiut of being Indian might !)e rulatod to adjuHtmonta 
anf! pniljltuuri In coUomo, Hovoral quuHllmuH m\ \\\\h subject worQ. 
poHMfl, ThoHO quuslionH wuru dcMigni?d to providu insight into 
what tlio Htuflonla porceivufl as the linpllcations tlial race may 
or inay not have hi rugard lo HU(»lal llfui umpluyniuiU, discrim-' 
inalion, and projudico, 

^IuhI of the HtucluntH (Ha^Jj) (h) not rnul that l)onig an 
Indian In. ri handlcnp in their ruIallfniH with other people* Moro 
of tho **billn|[uul'* giwip than thn '■l^nitliah^only*^ group 

1? 
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felt that being an Incliftn Is ft hah^iicap. Essentially the 
same results were obtainecl in answer to the question, "Do 
-ymi feil thfft-lre^tr^TTl^^Tdralv-^T^ll^^^^ 
after leaving college ?" 

Feelings of discrimination wife ^elt by one-third of the 
"biiingual" stuclents alid oue^fifth of ^ke "English-only" stu- 
dents. HoNves-er, sucli> feelinys of tJiScH'mination apparently 
do not pertain to college life, as such, inftgmuch aa"the students 
were nearly unanimous in deifying thh^ fellow stutlents and 
, faculty discrimiiunte against theni becai\% they are Indian. 

The Indian students in South Dakota colletfes and uni- 
versities, almost Without esceptlou, m'^ clearly proud of be- 
ing Indian. Practicnlly none of them vould prefer being a 
white per^ion or having a lightei' complexion. Most ; (95fo) 
felt that tliey-had some visible indiaii cHaracteristics. Am^ong 
the. "bilingual" group, 72 pei' cent felt they looked like a full- 
blood; while only 18 per cent of the "K^p-llsh-only" groUp felt 
the same way, " , , 

About t%vo-thircls of the stuwo-'^-^ actually felt that it 
was advantageous to be an Indian.'' Whe,, asked in what, ways 
it was an advantage to be Ihcllan. A varifc^y of- responses 
svero offered. In general, the two f\\m frefiuently nientioned 
reasons were ■ (1) the fiiiaUuiiil jidvailt^iges of loans, grants, 
and scholarships niarle avaHuhje to students by various 

organ is-, at ions and ugoiiuies anci (2) the l„tere.«it that associates 
have in Indian people, 

* 

Whun MHUed how oft'ni tliey tliihl^ ..f being au Indian, 
muil-iMls ru.-*p(.iHlua viiviuu^4l,v, TliD mnjin'it.y nf boU> KroiipH do 
not think alxjut it vui-y nl'tuu. n(i\'''evXn., .".B per funt of the 
"biliiignul" group Ihlnk about jl, Tiiirly (Ji'Lun or very froquunt- 
ly; wherouH, Diily IH por cunt t.f ihu "Enmisii-only" gniup think 
this often of boi"H' Indian. . 

Finally, svhei, nnkecl wi,uthei' or Hfit . (hoy would proror 
In room with an Indian ot' wUito «ttlUv,nl, inont ru.spondunta 
lupliofl thal it diiln'l matlui'. a fo\^" Hioi't-' <'l' tlui "lOiigliHh. 
.only" than the "liilingnal" kroup .Hl\n^Vij(j a prulorencu for a 
svhitu rooinniatu. 

In Hununary, It aiipuiU'-s that tHi-'ii* Imllan ancu.slry clous 
not, puHO any Nurinuri pi'oblurn cor \m?>i .«^i,iidunlH. CunHldorablo 
IM'Idf! in tlH'ir ancu.iii'v is HluAvn and i'"^'*' n^m^^ dlHL'i'iniinutlon 
and prujudicc! aru fg'lt In tli« colloM*i i'IiiiohiiIhm'o. 
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Probl ems Relating to Dating and Social Life. From the 

winswers-to H-ivuinber-of-ttviestions-rela^^^ 
life,, it. appeals that fesv sorious problems exist for Indian 
college student?.. Only four per cent of ull students felt that 
theiv social life was unjatisfactory and three-^fourths of the 

■students felt that their high schools had provided them with 
social training- that helped them In college. About one-^third of 
the students said they would like to date mare. 

' The quei^tionH reluting to-datlng: and social life served 
to shed some additional ligh*^ on the question of relations be- 
tween Indians and non-Indians in college, For example, it 
\^'as found that about M) per cent oi the Indian students dale 
. white Htudents while only 20 per cent of the Indian students 
date other Indian students. Over two-thirdn of the girla stated 
■that they had been asked for dates by white stuflentSt and 
only one-third of the students said that they prefert^ed to date 
Indian students rather thaii white students. Only six of the 
oD.niales said they were afraid they would be turned down 
by a white student if they asked one for a date, When asked, 
Would you rather associate with Indian people than with 
white people?",, about per uent said **Yes'^ It ahould be 
noted tliat in all of those question on dating and social life, 
the "billn-^uar* and ^'English-only*' groups niiHweredJn essent- 
ially the same fashion, ' 

It should be mentioned that the apparent adecjuac}* of 
the social life of the Indian coUegu Htudent contradicts the pei*- 
sonul oh^ervations of the author,' It is possible that this con- 
tracli''tion stems froni an anibiguous character of the questions 
in iliis arua; Sp«*cirically, it is ^HUggc^stod thai; the re^pnnfbnti^ 
uuru thinising in tui^ms of their instruction in social graces 
rather than the satisfactions they derive rroni their asHOCiations 
with other p^^ople. If, tliis is so, furthbr invuHtigation jof this 
question would seem to bo warrantod, 



Dactalon on Going to College* For thu purpose of pro* 
viding mnnu imight into tho procuHs nl* dnciding in gr> [0 col- 
lego llirnif (jUi^MtlonH were aHked of tlio Htudunls. ()nu thoHc 
had to do with thn i)olnL in timo at whiidi a (IncMslon m us ivuuIu 
to go to collip^o. NS'hilu it Is probabl> diflnnilt for the stu- 
dimt to recall preuiscdy svlien Huuh a ducislnn was actually 
iruuUs thu roUeVkMng gonnrul rimultH aru iM'pni^ti'd. *Miilingiial 
studentH makt^ their floelHlrju nuich later tlian the '*h)ngllHli- 
only" group &( HtudunlH, Fm' examplOi per cnnl of thu 
rornior group anrl nihu per cnnl fit tlt(^ lallor ^'ronp did not 
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Riftke that decision until after leaving high schoul. Similariv 
Th per cent of the •'bilingimr' Ki-oup and 36 per cent of the 

E nglish ^only'^gL HjmJa^^ their de- 

casiou betore the eighth grade. 

When, asked to check whom or what influenced them 
.•to decide to attend college, students indicated the importance 
of parents,- teachers, friends, and chiirch-connected persona 
There Wi a slight tendency for the "English-only" group to 
attribute more importance to the influence of parents and 
"perHons they adniired"', than was the case for the "bilingual" 
fi'roup, 

Alnvost half of tho students reported that their decision 
to attend college was based primarily on a desire to be of 
future assistance to Jndinn people. The iniportance of this 
reason was somuwhat greater for those in the '•bilingual" group 
than it was for those in the "English-onlv" group. ' The 'most 
frequently mentioned areas of "future asaistauco" were in 
education, health, an,d social work. 



' Adequacy, of High School Education. One of the factors 
t'onsidered to be Important to college success is the previous 
training a student has had. As a result, an attempt was made 
to dotui iiilMe the student's assessment of that training. ' This 
was done by asking querttioji.-j congerning the gonural adeeiuacv 
of their high school education, the adu(|Uacv of instruction in 
H|)ucilic areas, sind the uff uct.s ol^this training on' their ability 
to acliievH various occupatlonaMind prot'essional; goals, 

_ in regard to, ilu- I'irst ol' thuse qUHstlnns it was riuind 
that only nbout, giie-hnf f of the students fulr that tliOir acadeniiu 
prei)ai'atioii In Iiigh schnul was adiMiuate. 'J'liore. was a consid. 
orablw (lil'lurencn hutweun the "bilingual" and the "lOnglish- 
only" grmips in . their ruspectis'e asso.sHinents iH' this training 
with o(i pur cent of tho "bilingual" group luul ;](5 per cunt 
nt the "l':!i)fhHh-only" grmip uxpj'L.s.sing dhwatlHl'action with 
the adui|uac,v of thd proparution. It shoukl bu noUul that 
ni turm.H of the numljor of studuiits ruHponiiuig ni'gatlvuly 
to this i|ut.'Hllon— thii adcMiuac.v df thulr high Hfliool iraiiH- 
ing--thiH is tho tiiost HorlouH prolilt.m' area ruvi'uli!i| bv Iho 
author's (|uortlionnalro, 

In ti'rni.H ol' the hpijcilfic areas ol' iiiHlrucliiin, llic "bilin' 
gua sluilfliitH folt lliiilr high ,s!'ho()l tniiiiing had bnun par- 
ticiilarly deritloni in nmtlicniatlcH, Hclcneo, .Hoclnl studioM nnd 
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]^ifcli»h-=in that order. The "English^only" sturlents felt that 
onl> tliHir uiatruction in science and mathematics was mirtic- 
iilarJy deficient. 

♦1 . ^''^ majority' of the students did not feel 

that the defici'jncies of their high school training had deterred 
them from achieving soine i»tatioiuil or educntional goal, 
the^e wa« some expression of opinion in the opposite direction. 
Ihe hiajor dissenting views were those of the "bllingua]" group 
withm which 28 per cent felt that these deficiencies pre^nted 
them troni achieving certain unnamed goals Onlv nine opp 
cent of the "Engliah^oiily" group felt the same way. ^ 

" . . . ' . I- 

■ « ■!"*f'i Guidance Programs. Inasmuch as there is 

considerable emphasis ciirrontly being placed on guidance pro= 
grams in high school^as aids to the Htudeiit's abilitv to face 
tuture problema—several related ciuestions were asked These 
- Items were included with the hope that they might provide the 
basis for some apessment of current high school guidance prae- 
tices as viewed by the consumer-of such servicea.' 

. One question asked whether or not the student's hiL'h ' 
school had 131'ovlded any helpful in rormation ..relating to the 
registi-ation of the , student in college. About half of each grouD ' 
rep >ed in the negatiye. Kimilarly. ab.mt half of each groiip're- 
ported tlmt their higli scliools had lielpud theni In knowing the 
expenses ot attending colleges. When UNkud if tliuv had been 
pi'ns-id(Hl , u'lth help Ml budgeting fundH. about (11 per cent of 

Spor^f i'Ve?'"' " «i^"l) 

" ■ ' 

Wluni asked u-hothur or not iha high schnylH had pro- 
vded a.si.tanc.« in helping the sUHcI^nL decide ofi m Vocational 
<n prMlLsSHiunul goal, 70 per cunt ol' tliu "lOngli.HliamI v" group 
and I ptM- ront of tlm "bilingual^ grou,, reporl»^l in the lif. 
Iirnialivu, Abuiil;.o5 per cent of Iho '■Mnglirfh.onh^' group and 
•\A par com of Up. "bilingual" group reportod- fthat their re- 
spoctivo liigh scliool.s linci nitlud llioni in Nokulln^ tli(> foIlBgc 
or univi'i-sity that migl^ bust suit tliuir nueds nnd'jibilitius, 

In. the ruspoiiHUH to priictlcally all on llicsu (|uustions two 
gunoral trunds iippnur. (''irst, Ihu HchoolH atlundud bv the "Mng- 
liHli-<mly .siuduiits guii„ra|ly appeal- to liuvo provided moru 
inlormulion ol thu guulMMCu variety, Hucoiid, buunu.Nu of Ihi. 
rathur (ionsiHtuht nnnibur of "bilingunl'; atudonts who did not 
rcHpoiid to thuHo uiujHlipn.H, tlioru is tho. HUgg...slion that aiu , 
KUHianco progi'auw lihiit wero mainlnlngd . In lliuir suhoola 
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did not nuike an impression upon them. In most of the above'^ 
items, none of the ^^En^lish-^only" students failed Jo respond, ^ 
_..hut_ about^l5_pLmLjcent^oOhe "bilinguar: .grbup_ did fail to re^.- 
ipoiid. Whether this is to be attributed to inadequacies of the 
guidance programs or inherent difficulties that these students 
have in understanding guidance programs is not clear. 

Tsvo questions showed a 'ilightly different trend. First, 
in response to the question as to whether or not the high school 
provided helpful information concerning college life in general, 
mure of the "bllinguar' group than the *^Englisl>only" 

group (M^) reported in the affirmative. Also, on the question 
relating to the student'^ assessment of the Hccurac^'' of the in- 
formation provided by the high school about college life, about 
the same number of . each grdup (GO^) reported that such'in- 
formation was accurate. However, in this case almost one=fourtli 
of the **English-only" students^ cpmpared to the usual 15 per 
cent of the "bilinguar' group, failed to respond, 

^ When Asked in. what ways the high school could help 
make their adjustmeiU to college life more satisfactory, the 
following suggestions were made: (1) "provide more academ- 
ic preparation, particularly fiis noted earlier) in ninthematics 
and iscience;^ (2) provide more Information on entering col- 
lege and social life therein; and (v,) provide e^camples and 
experienced in differences between high school and college in 
the ways in which class is conducted and examinntions. given. 

In uoiinection w-itli an open-ended t|ucstioii rolartng to 
the adetjiiacy of the information pi^ovided by the colleges, it 
was rjjpcnted tliat more in forinatioi^ should be prcivided in ru-* 
gard to: social activities: acadeinic matters, such as reciuirod 
cgui^^s and i-cgisl ral ion : orientathm to physicar ItwfUitlcs, and : 
ii mure accurate picture c)f actual' college expenses. 



Personal Problema. /lihreu questions rolating tcj porHnnal 
problems \s uro nskud of the studcMits, Tlie pupposf* of thuHC 
(luestions was to (lutcrmlne Iho ustent to svhich perHonal prnh- 
IcniH were being oxpcriencud and what role other puopio might 
play id nidjiig the studcuit to I'usolve such probluniM, 

About onu-thirfl of oach^ grcuip answurud, '*ycs,** in an- 
swer to thii qu>»stinn, *'Are yo\i tHuiblud at prosent svlth any 

l< *^ li^ liiUiMi III ii'liili'i'i ilitihtliift ilmr ihU (^uiliMitiiift him m\u\v hi thn 

m\m i.f mi imIih- \u Uh- mirH.Mfm iniun^lnnij m' HiMUnjU i. 'IhiH, (hi* Mh^iir. 

hiiil ' wiiSi* i»F rllth hni n.pnMTnlritf ilh' hmiph- IniirliMtinii'li 
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^ personal iiroblems?^- When asked with whom they would 
-prefei-tu-tUscuss ai^^ personal problems they might have, stu- 
. dents gave top priority to parents or, in the case of marriecr 
persons, wives. They were followed, in order, by friends, min- 
ister or priest, and counselors, Four of the 72 students re- 
ported that they would not discuss a personal problem with 
iinyone. Over three-fourths of the respondents said that they 
"feel that there is someone at the colleire wlth.wiiom they could 
discuss a problem.^' Included in the list of such eligible per- 
sons, according to the students, were advisors, instructors, 
; president of the college, dean \of student personnel, dean of 
/ women, and dean of nmu - " 

TROUBLESOME PROBLEMS OF 
INDIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS 

\ ^ As was mentioned earlier, the Mooney Problem Check ^ 
List conHhts of a ^ei^es of flO() problems sometimes faced by 
^college students. These items are divided into 11 general prob- 
lem, areas, with ei.ch problem area being covered by 3.0 spec- 
ific items. The instrument permits the student to\lesignate ^ 
^V^Jth the i)roblems that aro troublesome and those that are 
sferious. The following sections report the resulti of the ad- 
niin^stration of the Check List to the Indian enllege students 
of , South Dakota. Included arc. cnmparisuns with various nun- 

vhidians and-analysus u\ terms of acculturation, a^^ derined by 
longLia^e. 

Major Pfoblam Ar^ag/ Thu liHl; helusv iji'oviclei the ^ank 
urder of t!ie variuus tiMJublusomu piUiblum arua^^. The figures 
in paronthoHOS indicate the total mnnbui' (if JimuH the various 
ituniH in uach i)JMibl(Mn arua were chocked by thu rcHpondents* 
In termn ol* the total number of responses to lliu items in the . 
ViirioUH prubhun aruas, the adJuHtniuiit to cnncgu svntk clearly 
HliuiflH at thu.huad or thu list, 

Total reaponii^ft 



I, AfljUHlment In Collegu Work . i \\)H) 
i a. FinanguH, Living Confliliona, and lOmploymtnit OMO) 

li, HcKilal and lUurnMitUmal AclivifiuH ' (oufl) 

A, PorMonal-PHyrlirjjogical Kolatimis OUn) 

'j, Mnrals anfl Uullglon (255) 

fi. The FuluriKi Vficatlnnal and ICcUidatlunal (2:i7) 

7. Kocial-P.^iycholngical UiHatifinH {22i]) 

Curficu2u#n unci 1*eachilijf Prucedur*^^ ^ </90) 
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■ 9. Meallh luul Physical Development .(183) 
■ 10. Home and Fnmilj- , (164). 
11, Coui'tahip, Sex, and Mavriage (128) 

* . ■ " 

It svill be noticl that the seconcU, third-, and fourth- 
ruiiked problem areas stand off, somewhat, froni the first- 
ranked problem and the other lesser-problem areas. 

It shpuld be pointed out that the two. questionnaires used 
in this study were not. origiiially intended to serve as checks 
upon eBch other. They were designed to provide Bupplementary 
information cancerning the probleins of Inditin college studiflts, 
lloweyer, the nHture of the datu resulting from the two ques- 
tionnuirejs'dpes permit a limited amount of such crosB-cheeking; 

A comparison of the results of tlie Mooney Problem 
Check List with- those of the other questionnaire reveals two 
significant ftimilarities; First, both Instruments reveal that the 
greatest problem facing the Indian college sturient is felt to 
rehite to the inadei|uacy of his liigh school training/ The 
Mooney . Problem Check List reVeals that these inadequacies 
j^olate to both academic subjects and study luibits. Specifi- 
cally, the major problems, in regard to Adjustment to College 
Work incUule: not spending enough timu in study ;■ being easily 
distracted fi^om work; having a poor background hi some sub- 
juetH; not luiowing how to study effectively; afmud to speak 
up In class discussion; slow In readrng: slosv iii mathematiesi 
NS^orrying about eNaniinatifnis ; unable to concentrate welh and 
limited vocabulary. SetMind, thu finding that financial inse- 
curity wa^ thu Hucond must iigiilficanL prf)blem fi\ tho ladiu!i 
studunt is fully confirmud by iliu rc^4ulLs of the Mooney Prob- 
lem Chock IM. ^ ^ ' 

■ - .^ ' 

Comparison with Non-Indian StuderiU, TIiu ^[ooney 
Problem Clienk JMi was usHd in tlui analyHil of tliu problem^i 
uf college Htudents at WistMUisin Statu TeaiMurs f'ollogo, Uiv- 
or Falls, WiscoMHinJ The ruHUltH of that utlmhiiHtratlon per- 
mit a c(imj)arison with thosu of South Dakota Indian studunlH. 
Tho following tiible reports thu ranking of the major trouble- 
Home probhmi aroas by the Wiscfmsin HtuduntM. 



4, U> CliMitnn HiMriiu "AinU'rit iMHhIufiM In u TinvUi f * f 'nllt'Mi i'' JiHirinil uf Kiliiriilidhil 



24 



/ 



Tht> Uioiix liidlau 





Rank by 


Rank by 


Troublesdme Probleiti Area 


Indian 


Wisionsih 




students 


students 


Adjustment to College Work 


1 


1 


Finances, Living Conditions, and Employm 


ent 2 


6 


Social and Recveational Activities 


O 


0 

^ ■■ 


PergonaUP.svchological Relations 


•I 


4 


Morals and Religion _ 


5 


40 


The Future: Vocationa] and Educational 


B 


■5 


Social-Psychological Relations i 


7 


8 , 


CuiTlculum and Teaching Procedures 


^8 


3 


Health and Physical Development 


9 


7 


Home and Famllj"- 


10 


11 


Courtship^ Sex^ and Marritige 


11 


9 



The mujoi* variations in the types of problenis that ai'e 
^experienced us being troublesome hy these two groups appiar 
to ber(l) for the Indian' students, the relatively greater fi- 
nancial problem and problenii relating to Mofals artd Religion; 
and (2) for the Wisconsin students, the relatively greater prob- 
lem relating to Curriculum and. Teaching Procedures, 

While it was not possible to^ compare the Indians and 
non4ndians in terms, of their responses to specif iq problem areas, 
it vm^ posHible to compare the two group.^ according to the mean 
nurmjer of responses made to the Questionnaire as .a whol^. 
This comparison i*eveals that ,the mean number of trouble- 
some problems for the Indian group was 47,1 per student; 
the mean number for the Wisconsin (non-Indian) group was 
27,1 per student* Thus, the Indian students appear to have 
had almost 7o per cent more problems that were truublesome 
than did the non-Indians, 

One Additional uomparison uT thy i^Griiillj of J:he admin- 
istration of the Mooney Problem Check List to SoutIV Dakota 
Indian coiluge studentH was made, This companson was per- 
ftiitted by a study of home economicH Htudents at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois," In view of the fact that the Illinois group 
conHisted of only females, only the ^responHes of the female 
respondent3_of thd South Dakota saiuplo svere used for pur- 
poHea of this eoniparisonr Tlio rosp of the 

troublesf)nie iiroblem ureas is given in the tablH buhiw, with 
tliQ order oP- the listing ol^ problem aVoaH being the game aa be- 
fore : 



6, MililriNi Ciiiiiilfi Klfijip, 'TufifftiMil Prnhifnii ut rnllrMif Hhulerih," .Iniirhiil fif ifom« 



T-^ ui n ■ A * Rank of Rank of 

Troublesome Problem Area female female 

. * ^1 \ • ^ Indian Illinois 

AT t J i ^ t, ' s " student student 

Adjustment to College Woi'k ^' i j 

Finances, Living- Conditloiis and Emplbvnienfc 4 9 

Social and RecreatiQiial Activities ' " „ y 0 

PersonalVFiychological Relations . ^ ' ■ 3 0 

Morals riud Religioii " • \. • 9 11 

The Future,: Vocational and Educationrtl 6 6 

Social-Psychologic|i'I RBrmions . ', 5 7 

. Crirriculuni and TeachJng Procedure 10 , "15. 

Health and Physical DavelolJmeut " ' 7 45 

Honre and Family ... . * g ID - 

Courtship, Sex, and Marl iage ij ■ g 

w ,..„ i.- ^^' "laliing this-cnnii3ari|on it might , be noted" that the 
1 h ."''nols' students compai^es favoi-ably with that 

J^^the/^iscoiisin group The biggest disci-epancy relates to 
the ai-ea ol Health and Physical De%-9lopm«nt. The Illinois 

' fh^"u J'^^y^'f^ "n:the list of troublesome problemB 

than do the 4<VisconHin students. This is p'roBably to be 'le 
counted foi^^by the nature of .the aubject in ^giicih all the 
I Ini(»s stud^ s are tuhing instructlnn-=homevGcononii-cs It 
might be safely nssunied that the^ hpme- economics students 
were more sensitive to «ils type of problem ^because of their 
.special training. , . , • ' 

- ■ ' 

. Dii the othei' haiicl, conipariH.»n oC Ihw reM|)(>nsf.s of t!H» 
fefria e Indian stcidunts .with the guiinral' QJaHHM.uf "Ijilihgual'' 
and _I.iigliHh.only" rov.alH that the romales. ukh^o^ cUinely re,. 
Humble the "Liiglish-only" group in the- ran king «^,r tl\ese pro- 
b um areas, rh ere are only tsvn rather signlfibuit vm-iationn : 
(1) the leinaluH t-hock more probrums„than do the "English- 
only H udejits, iiAho area of Ilonie a,ul l-'amllv. ifml fli) tho 

hiigli.>^h-on!y grfjiip^iniparuntly .^etm arorals nnd 'r.dllgjon 
as being relniivjjiy mure tfoublusonie than fin tlio, fumalcs 
Apart Ji'nni IIiuhb tu'n vai'Iatinim, the gcMiuniliwitiuius, Hted in' 
the nuNt .section, that aijply to the niniparlHoii „f "HWlisli^. 
oiily^ to WiHconHln Htudents svould al.mi apiily heru ' ' 



Comparison of "Bilingual'^ and "EnBliah.pnIy" Grouns' 
1 10 vnrjoiiH troublusonie j.roblumH In uiich of,tho IJ aroas worb 
a m y^^ad m turms of the a.clt uratio,, riictor. hh mSmlnld 
I'.v KnosvlciUi'e ol nn indinn liHiginmc The results of -tiiis an- 
alj^sis ap« pnnm^A by rank ordor in ih^. hlhrnng Uihh, 
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■ Collet: .:",„','o' " "Vi "n':;:;:;: " i;r„"'Lfr""" """"••^ 

aiKl Employnient o ^onis , 

feoc.al .uKl Ilccreational Activities n H^n •> 5 

• !?P'".^ T°"^"?"^^' ^ Educational i! ? ^J^J^ 

Curmulum and Teaching Procedures 7 is 10 ^ fio 

. <^altii. and Physical iSevelopm f) U ^ ?n 

Honie and Family in/in-s ^^'-^^ 

^'ourtslup. s... Mania.. 11 ^5^4) '9 \^ 

■Liur h«h-on!y • ^rroup „,„! the , Wrsfonsin students rnrpvim, . 
U^>le). to note the Himilarity betu'.en these h^o^roi r^ ^ - ' 

.;ien .tstoll;^^. i--- fiif 

wa.^li.n H^jt IS larger th^,i the avmayu Mata^ to the n^e 

rut '■PrvT'''-i' '^i nccontanc. hy other peS 

coined ahnnt tim llnu, ar, thu Wi.cnnsin .Ludent.. "The ImnHc 
H hypnlhe.1^ Ihnt the "Knglish^only" HtudentH .tan f , J^en 
Sti.^ h'?''^^'m """-^"tlian- .tu,i«nls in tern.H of th Avne" ' 

iCrS' * " <=-P'-ri""c« an l.ein^ trouhle^onu-. u ,s co" 

■ The ru^ults ruportu.r I, the above table nlno revnnl one 
^ Ili'^Tni^^:"/'?"* ^\tioM«Iiip .betu-e.n the "bilinKi.n! ' a ,?a 
••pSwr^- Shise^he ratio of "bimiKual'' to 
f.n|fl bIi.fonly . reKpondents was actitailv 1.75 to 1 11 it , )^ 
^ntlua <-binnKuaP student, cheak a 4propm ion Ue v1^^ 
er number, of .Items as being troublesome in eisht of the U 

■ ^ ■ /' ■ 



Uloes Til CuUi*j|u 



25 



areas. In one area, ' Social and Hucreatiouul AetivitieH, the 
ratio of re^^ponHea by the t-vvo groups is alnioHt identical to 
the 4,75 to 4,0, In two areas — Personal-Psychological Relations 
and Courtship, Sex and Marriage— the **Englidh^only'' group 
checked a disproportionately larger number of items as being 
troublesonie. Taking into'account the total number of responses 
in all 11 areas, the ratio is 5.74 to 4,0. ThiH means 'that the 
"bilinguar* Indian student tended to check niore items as being 
troublesome than did his **English-only'' counterpart. Thus, in 
terms of the number of troublesome probleniK they experiencei 
the relationship between the **English^only'' Indian rtudent and 
the **bilinguar' Indian very similar to the previously mentioned 
relationship between nbn-Indian students and Indian students. 
This is important inasmuch a^^ both procedures used for the 
; identifleation of -^distinutively Indian*' problems Indicate that 
the *-lndia!i** Htudent has more problems that are troublesoine. 
These results appehr to provide a sound basis for developing 
generalizations that pertain to the spenlfic problems of Indian 
students. ■ ^ ' 

Specific PrQblams.i The specific problems listed in the 
following paragraphs are only tho^e in which thei^e were wide 
variations betweeti thu ^^Knglii^h-nnly" and 'Mnliuguar' groups. 
It nhould be understcjod that, according tu the division of the 
students in terms of knnuledge of aii Indian language, the 
*M)ilinguar' students represent the nujru lndiandil<e gruup: the 
"English^only'' studunts represent the more non-Indian-liku 
group, if this di^tinetinn is kept in mind as the rollowing com- 
parisuus are made. ^'ixd^v will probaijly better understand 
the nature of tin .i ctively Indian" proWrms in college. 

'In tiie are; -i Adjuslment to (^dlege ^orlc, tbe '^bilm- 
guar' ^iludent tei to chuck tlie fuUowiiig tirunblusonie pro^ 
blems nuich^ moi frequently thnu the /^Hnglish-only" ^^tu- 
dunt: J'fraid \n Siitstk up in cUis^; slow in nnithomatics ; in- 
ndeciuate high School training; andMorgetting thingS Pvo learn- 
ed in H^thooL The ' jigli^h-tjnly'' Htudput temls to check the^ 
fnllowing ^ittfins mu mare lieciuently than tlui *M)ilinguaP' 
student: jiot spendi . enough time in study: easily distracted 
from my work; anci nut planning my work ahend These dif^ 
fureiices suggest, among other things, that the 'M)ilinguar' 
■student feels that he m not adccjuately. equipped for cullege 
work; whereas, the *^ftnglish-only'* sees his pi'i)blem more an 
one of applying himself to his work. 

Ill the area of FinancA Living Conditions, and Employ- 
nien|, the *'bi]inguar' student lias a. greater tundency than the 



time job nuu-; needing- a job clm-ing vauation • no s{a4v , 

PVoMon, ,„„,e as „,„. of bei,,,- respon-^iMe' fo, ,,,„,".v he 

the ■MJnr!!l':j*'''?j!; ^'f^'^tional nnrl Eclucational Future, 
o Iv" ^ . stiidont toiKls, more often than the "Enjclish^' 

on htimun , to clieck thu^o itenia: wondarinff if I'll bo succe^, 
ful m lito; doubtinK wi„dom of my vocational choice ■ neeS 
^ know ruy vocational abilities; needing to pla n a^,ea d f or f 
fiitui-e; and concer-ned about niilitarv sein-iU Th.. P i- u 

«aj. to h.s luture.ML appears that if he hn« I aS "ce s ^ 
guidance profframa. hu has not benefitted from th»m ?o a 
^tfn.tican deH:ree. At the same time one u=onders it he ,eem 
coniKlence of the -English-only- student is baled ^' i 
lealistie ni.praisal of the nbstacles he faces. 

^^'^^^'■C'ltioaul Activities, the "bili„„ua!" 
student e,Ws to choHc only two ituni. nmre rm,i.,S'"Sn 
, Enp(.sh.pn5r wu^rpart: want.i^ inure chin.e X sel? 

Ihe Kn. ish^nnly ,tudent, on the otlier Hand, ehock.d f„m- 
Un,s much more ire.,uent!y than did tl.e "l.ili,i«.unr' ^ de^- 
^■ant.m^ in nnprove his mind; wantintr very mud to ave i 
not usn,^ us leisure time well; and loo little dinned tn '^' i 
InU. he in.es, Jt appears hero that the "Knylish-oni ' Itu 

elatne V ea^er to uNpand his luai.onH .Kuorhuv' r I 
bd n^,H, ' student, „n tl,e other hand, apparenll. S 
ii;h^rJ l V «"^'"-""n,cnl re,|Uirus acljustmenl. that e n 

^ders hunseii unprepared t<. malce. At the san.o tinU-. by wa^- 
to^mpnne h,s n.am.crs of etiquette there is a si^^n of a 
udhnKuess to atte,„pt to accumn,odate hin,«elf to that env^o," 
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siKnincantly inore than that ol: the ^MjiUiiguar' group. The lat- 
ter stuclenrs, howeveis sliowed up much BLroiiger in two speciriC; 
areas: neecHug a philu^ophy of life and not beinji able to lor- 
^et HOtne mistakes that ho thinks he has nurfle. 

In the area of Social-Psychological Relatians there were 
two items in which there were rather great differences between 
the two KJ'Oups. The **bilinguar' studonts tended much more 
often to check the item, **wanting a more pleasing personality^;'' 
the ''Enghsh-only*' students tended to check mure often, **be^ 
ing timid or ^shy/' 

Judging from thu much larger number of *M)ilingunr'. 
students that checked such items, it uppearH that they have 
some significant health problems: weak eye^; not getting 
onoui^h exercise; nose or sinus trouble; hashing considerable 
trouble with teeth, Very few of the '^EnglishMmly'* students 
checked any problems in this area. The most frequently men- 
tioned complaint was one that is not uncommon; in the Amer- 
ican version of Western culture— being overweight. 

In, terms of Curriculum and Teaching Proccduve, the 
'^bilingual'' students tended to check the following items much 
.more frcqueiitly than the *'English-only** students: too much 
work reciuired in some courses and forced to take coui^ses they 
donH like. These attitudes may simply reftect what is felt to 
be an inadequate background for the work. On the other 
hand it is possible that they are related to what is reported as 
"permissive" types of chiUUrearing practices among the Bioux, 

, Doripite tho fact tlint they are not as eager as the 
'a^ngli^-ii-only'* students to recui\'e niorti mail from thuir par- 
entsr the strong attachment of th^ *'bilinguar' to Ids family " 
is suggested by the fact that the following two items were 
checked more frequently by tliem than by the ''Knglish-only" 
Students^: worried ai)out a mendjer of my fanuly, and pur^ 
ents sacrificing too much for me. i 

The results just repca'ted represunt only those hi which 
one of the two groups checked a probleni nuich/nmre froquent- 
ly than did flie other group. In soiue of lliesu cases botli 
groups tended to check atf item quite froqunntly. However, 
there cire other responses indicating significantly troublesome 
areas in which there was no great difference between the two 
groups. Some of these have already been mentioned in m\\- 
nection with the Adjustnient to College Work. Other pro- 
blems frequeatly chucked by both groups are: too little money 
for clotheHV going in debt for college eKpenses; too ninny fin- 
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ancial ])robluiiis; Koinn- through Hchool on too Httlo nionuy; 
iifraifl of inaldng niisLnkus ; daydreainin^' ; nervniisiieHS ; finding 
it diffii'iilt to relax; not reaching the goal set for oneself; want> 
ing to inipvQve onanelf culturally; wanting more worthwhile 
di^cus^ionH with people; trouble In keeping a conversation go- 
ing; nut going to cliurc-h oftun enougli; confused in some of 
liiri veligiotM beliefs; wanting to understand more about- the 
Bible; worrying how he impresses people; and hard to study 
in living (luarters, 

^ The reader ' ^t not assume that the only problems faced 
by the '*English-ui Indian studentH are tiiose cited in the 
contrasts between- ^ linguar^ and **English-only'* students. 
These contrasts are inadr* only as a nieaits of identifying **dis= 
tinctively Indian'' pi'oi)lemH. The list of problems cited im^ 
mediately above clearly indicates tliat there are many prob- 
lems that are shared liy the two groups. Some of these pro- 
blems may be shared. because of the fact of the common IrH 
dian ancestry of the two groups; otiiers may be shared with 
college students in genurab 



SERIOUS PROBLEMS OF INDIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Til addition to identifying the ti^jublesome problems of 
collfef^e students, the Mooney Problem Check List makes it 
possible to discover those problenm that are of most cnncern, 
i.e., the seriqus ])roblems. Jhis is accomplished l)y asking the 
responflent to indicate wliich of the problems that ai^e trouble-' 
s<)mu for hini are of most->uoncern. The sections that follow 
rtq^ort thu resuUs of using this pr«cedure for identifying the 
serious pr'djlems of tin* Ijulian college student. 

Major ProblerTi Areas. The following taljlc i'ei)orts the 
frequency of mentif)n ai serious p!-oblenis in each of the eleven 
major areas: 



Serious Problem Area Total responses 

1. Adjustment to C'ollugu Work (122) 

2. Finances, Living Coiulirions, and iMnploymenl («)B) 
:L The Future: VucatiiUial and lOducational (o9) 
-\. Social and Uecruational Activities (51) 
5. Morals and Ueligion (-17) 
iu llomc^ and Family (f]5) 

7. I'ersnnaUPsychological Uelations (:]:ri 

8. (;urricnlum and 1*earhing Pr<»cedui'es (:12) 



(iot'H To C<»lli*^i' 



9. Soi-ial-r^ychuloKiual Uulations 

10. Health and Pli>^riieal Duvelopniuiit 

11. Courtshij}, Sex, and MarriuKe 



(20) 
(15) 



A cuniparison of the table ai)ove with the ouq on pages 
20-21 reveals some significant differences. These differences 
center about the relative j)roportion of troublesoine problenia 
that are al^u serious, For all the probieni areas, taken to^^ether, 
about one out of every five troublesonie problenis is considered to 
be serious by the Indian student. When comparisons are made 
within each area it is found tluit in four areas whore nmny 
problems were checked' as being troublesonie, veiy few were 
considered to be serious. These four areas were: PersonaUPHy" 
choloRical Ilelations ; Sociai^pHychological Kelations : Ilcalth 
aiid Physical Development: and rourtship, Sox, and ^lar- 
riage. Oif the other iuuub in four other areas it was found that 
many of those items checked as being troublesome were also 
checked as l)eing serhuis. These areas svere : Adjustment to 
College Work; Finances, Living Conditions, and Employment: 
Social and Recreational Activities; and Vouaiional and Edu- 
cational Future. 

This comparison gi\ us further emphasis tu the coucUh 
siori that Adjustment to (M)!Iuge U^)i'k and Finances, Living 
Conditions, anrl Employment ai;u the nmst serir)us pruljlcm areas 
for the Indian college students participating in this study. 
The seriuusnuss of tlie area nf Sf)cial and llucreational Activi- 
ties I'lMHuins clear, aitlnnigl! it is Iiuru I'ankud fonrtli. The lack 
of knuuleflge, faith, and pieparatiriti fijr the vncalional and 
cdKratiniial futui'u api>ear5s as. the thirrl nnist sc'rinus type of 
probleinri. Lytu^recl in r.mjmrimt^ are the Parsgnaf- and So- 
cial- I-sychuh>gical HelaliiMiH areas. Ah hough the student inig-^it 
i\o\ have expressed it in ihuse u^ortU, appuai's fi'mn the re- 
sults tli5t it is their reeling that lliuii^ nursf)nal and social i*u- 
lations will tend to take ( are of theniseh'es if their more basic 
prolileins ciui lie solved. On the other^liand, at least one ^welL 
educated Indian adult has c^pified that fho '^j^elf-hiduced'*' per- 
sonal and social isolation af the Indian ccdlege sunlent p)-e- 
\ents the student frnni successfully coping uilli (jthcr niajor 
problems. 



Cojiiparison with Non-Indian Sludunts. The ftjUowing ta- 
ble repcnlH the rank-ordering of probieni areas U)V Indian ytu- 
dents and Wisconsin students, in terms uf the fi*et|nency of 
mention of sonous problems.,, 



Hi) 

Sli)ii\ iiiillaii 



Serious Problem Area ^f^^'' ^^""^ Ordar 

- Indian for Wise. 

Adjustment to Coliej.,, WnHc StudenU ' Students' 

Fuiancw, Living Coiulitioi-s, " ^ 

niul Einpioyment ' o 

Tl,« Future. Vucational and EducatiomU H - i 

Socia and I^ec^eational Activities :i ^ 

Morals and Kelio-inn - 

JIoniB and Faniily « 

PersonaNPsycholoffical nelations 7 

CumcuuniandTeacliinKProcodures 8 
fencial^I'sycholnsfiiral Relations ' ? 'I 

Health and Physical Devolopniont in - 

Courtship, Sex, and Marriage u 8 ' 

i.'ival Uille,e„ces occur 5;,, ,^1- th" -""*' ''f^' " 'i""-" '■•I'liei- 
, (lifftrenccs nre th" 'el^uhX , ° v "f these 

importance l„ the ' L'o ' ,|, f ,', It""" ^"-■'S'^'' 

i";"^'tis^:i^^l;::;/i!;-';,te 

.urnu.. compared tn tlH>«e ca.^^llr^cl f o Sdl^ 
viou. findniw conipariHon .ontradiut any pre- 

a3 . 



Comparison of **Bilingual" and **EnglUh-onIy" Groups. 
The following tablo presents a eoinpavi^^on of the rank-orduriii^ 
o( probleni area^^ by *'bilinKual'* and ^'En^iish^only'' HtuclGufcE, 
UH deterininutl by thu frequency of nieiUian of pi'ubleniH as 
being .seriorus. The figures in parentheri(3H repreHent the total 
number of responses by each |4:n)Ui) for the problem urea in 
11 u est ion. 



Rank and total reaponse for: 



Serious Problem Area 


"BllinguaP* 


"EnglUh- 








only" 


AdjuHtment to Collei^e Wurk 


1 


(H2) 


1 


(-10) 


Finances, Living ConditionH, 










and EnipUiyment 


2 


cm 


■> 


m) 


The Future: Vocational aiui Educational 




(m 




(20) 


Social and Rycriational Acti%ities 


1 




i) 


(15) 


Morals and Religion 


■~> 


(01)) 


I 


(17) 


Home and Family 




cm 


8 


(H) 


PerBonal-Psychological Helations 




(22) 


0.5 


(11) 


Curi-iculum and Teaching ProeedureH 


7 


(23) 


f) 


(7) 


Soeial-pHychnlogieal RelationM 


9,0 


(ID 


(i,G 


(11) 


Health and Pliynical Developinunt 


0,0 


(11) ^ 


10 


((') 


CaurtHhip, Sex, and ^larriage 


11 


(in) 


n 





The low j'requency f>f i et^ponse nu the part o!' the '^English- 
only" Kroup to iDrobleniri that are serioun inaken It difficult 
to draw vaiicJ ffenerali^atiijnw frnin the rank order for thej?e 
])rMb]e!n urc^aH, It in clear that AdjuHtnieni to Cnlluge Work 
stands at ihe heiul of their list. It is ajHo I airly safu to aji^ume^ 
that Finances, TJvingConditious, and Eniploymunt cniistitute 
thfct Hecpnd^nioHt nerifjus probUm area. Bayuiid that, M:unuraU 
izations aannot be made with much confidtince. 

Again, the most signihcant thing abouC the above tabh^ 
is tli^e i'act that, iti comparisoa with the **English-only" stiu 
dentH, the ''biHuKuar' stufUMits. rather consistently check alxmt 
twice m many prnl)Iunis as beijig suriuus; Since tho rati?? of 
**bilinguaP; students to ''English-only'* studerits is less than 
fivo to four, the "bilinguar* itudentH :ai)])€ar tn have a dispn)- 
portianately largo numbei' nf serious probltimH. In lerin^Mif 
the aiuily^is that lias been follo^^^ed tliroughout thin -ropcirt, it 
appears that one of tlie **dis!inctively Indian*' piU)blema is that 
they" tend to have more prohlemH that are oP a serious nature. 

■ A corriparlHon of the mean number of prCiblemH cliecked 
as being seripUH shows the ^'bilingual" groui) to have !hS per 
^^tudent, whereas, tlie **E!«gliHtt<)n]y" grou]} hm only ^.l^^per 
atudent. It wfil be recalled tliat the group of non^ndians in 
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the WiscniiHin study had a iiieaii lunnbtir of 5.8 Horiouri probleni^ 
per student, lii this sense, the "EiiMdish^only" ^^roup of Indiuii 
students is almost identical to the noivlndian Kioup. 

Specific Problenis. Beuaiiye there are m few sj^ecific item^ 
checked frenuently by tlie "English^unly" group, it does nut 
aeeni feasible to coinparu thu ^'EiiKlish.only'' Kroiiii^Svith the 
'*biUnKUul" KVoup as was done in the case of the troublesome 
problems, Therefo3*e, in this section no more will be done than 
to indiuiite those proi)l^nis ^that were cjuite rretiuenily checks 
ed as bein^ serious by both w'i'oups. These serious pi^oblem? 
are: not knowing liuw to ^tudy effectively; eanily distracted 
from Work, having poor background for some subjects; slow 
in reading; not spending enough time in study; trouble with 
.oral reports; afraid to s]5eak up. in claws discussions; fearing 
faiinre in college; Iiaving less money tluin one's friends; man^ 
aging finances poorly; neetling pail^ime Job now; going hi 
debt for college expenses; going through school on l'v> Httle 
money; too many finaiicial problems ;, disliking financial de^ 
pendence on others; no steady income; needing job durimr 
vacations; doubting wisdom of vocational choice; wondering if 
success h} life w^ill be achieved; not knowing wluit one really 
wants; wanting more \vorthwhile discussion witli peuple; not 
going to church often enuugh; wanting in feel close to (^od; 
worried about a member of oueV family; and hard to studv 
in living ciuai'terH, 



SUMMARY 

The chief purpose of this study wa:^ to iduntifv tlie pro-^ 
blenm of Indian college students in South Dakota that appear 
to be ^^distmctivaiy Indian** in nature. While it was ruci/gniz^ 
ed that alt college srudunts have probluins of (Ui- type or 
ntuitliei-, Indian students appeat^ed to have ndditional pro^ 
blems that stem nioi^e^or-less directly from either the fact 
that tliey are Indians or that lliey cany an Indian heritaue 
liito the non^ndian campus situation. Hectmdaialy, it was hc^)^ 
ed that through the identificatioii t)f such problems clues to 
their iolution might be provided to pui'sons aiid groups who 
are in po^itioii^ to take necessuiy afaions, 

\ . Data for the stufly were collected through the admin-- ' 
istration of two ciuestionnaiiH^s to each of 72 Inrlian college 
students enrolled in youth Dakota' collegus and universit^s 
during the spring seniester of !1)^7"; Analysis of the data 
centered on the compai'ison of the problems uf two pairs Of 
gi'oups: (1) Indians vn, non-lndiauH, and (li) *'lndiundike" 
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Indians v^^. *Mion4iiclinnMike" Indians. In tliii fir^t d! tlieae seU 
ol: comparisons, certain data collected from the ScHith Dakota 
'Indian colle^^e, stutlentri uere compared with resultH ot* similar 
studies of college stndents in general in a Wiscun.sin State 
Teaehera Cullege and the University of Illinois, The second 
set of comparisons vrm based on a division of the South Da^ 
kota Indiaii college students into two groups on the basis 
of ability or lack of ability to speak an Indian language. The 
basis for thin latter division of the students restod upon thu 
commonly-accepted assumption that, other things being equah 
the culture patterns of a nociety are mure likely to be shared 
among those who speak the languago of that society than 
among those who do not speak that hinguage. These tu'o 
sets of comparisons yielded essentially the sHme results: there- 
fore, the findings tha^ are cited in this nummary will refer 
only to the •^distinctively Indian^^ problems, regardless of the 
specific basis for their identification. ^ 

The one general and overriding finding of this study 
was that Indhin students have more prol'lems that are trouble^ 
some and serious than do non^ndian students. Among the 
' ^special problems of the Indian student, the fullowing may be 
mentioned as having the greatest significance; 

(1) poor academic training for college, us])ecially in 
the areas of mathematics and science, but also in social studies 
and English ; ■ 

(2) insufficient monetary funds: especially for clothe 
ing and "sji^nding money"; 

(n'l inability tn relate himseir to the futu^^ partii-ular- 
, ly as this involves his educational and vocationaA^bjectives ; 

(1) cfuicern about,, moral iuul rehgipus questih^s; and 

(3) concern about lumilv menilmrs. 

. ^ ' \ 

SOME SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS 

^ . Th»j major purposu rif this study wag to dtt^mpt ts isolate 
and analyse some of Uie disUiiOtive pi^eblenis Indian coN 
lege students/ At the same tinio it was hoj)etl thai the ru- 
suits of tin* study itiight provide clue^ to tliu soluticjn of these 
problems. In revealing several problem areas, the data appear 
to suggest several specific courses o'f amehorative action. This 
concluding section consists of an attempt to prnvide a fram#- 
■ work within wliich these prublems nuiy be viow(!d and to 
suggest some of the possible solutions to them. 
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for auiel.omfnu. the probleina. Following thU 



means 
ana 



- .y* cuut^uuianiiK tile problems. Following thk tx^m^ 
problems in the nunr futur^ ^ta.ulpamt "t numnnzinff thsm 
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like" Indiun is move likely to be attending federal and private 
(mission) schools, it appears that these schools are especially 
ill need of reassessing their afferiiigs^ in the specified areas. 

In view of the widespread differences among the stiu 
dents themselves in regard to their feelings of the adequacy 
of thfeiir academic preparation, there is the suggestion that, 
wherever it is feasible, separate or special clasnes be conducted 
for those students wJio show^ the greatest promise for learning 
faster than other students. The practice of **watering-down" 
course cnntent for the benefit of slow learners and then grant- 
ing ^'social proniotionB'' dues not appear to be consistent with 
the need.s of those students who eventually go on to college. 

Also, it appenrs feasible to utilize the sunmier months 
and idle facilitios for the purpose of bringing slow students 
up to par, providing special- instruction to well qualified stu- 
dents and providing refresher courses for graduates who m- 
tend to enter college. 

There are nuuiy who would arkue that the more iinport- 
ant explanation of this inadequacy stems froni the lack of 
interest un the part of parents in the academic achievements 
of their children, resulting in a lack of motivatron to learn on 
the part of the student. To be sui'e, this is an important factoi;. It 
is not so true In the case of boarding yuhourHtudeuts, however, 
who are away from their parents for nine months of the 
year. In the case of these students, the school has a special 
responsibility of ho]])inp' io iirovide th^ required motivation. 
Every possibla avenue of approach to the problem of motivatiDn 

they be directed toward tlie jjarent, thu iieei-s. the school, or 
the student At the same time it would be a mistake to as- 
sume that the oiily answer to the problem of poor academic 
training rests on the question oTthe Indian student's niotivation 
to learn. 



Insuffieiant Monetary Funds. There seems to^be a gen- 
eral satisfaction among the Ijidian students as to the sufficieiicy 
of fundH for tuition, texts, room and board, and other academic 
expenseB. The main problem was revealed to be in connec- • 
tion with clothing and incidentar **spending monuy,'* It is 
possible, but not very prgbable, that the reservation culture ■ 
has provided a nhrdnic state, of ''mental need'* for greater 
monBtary funds than are aver availably. It is also possible, 
but- iomtw^hat mora prabable, that the [ndian itudent has a ' 
distorted conception of what constitUtis an appropriate level 
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of living' in the noii^iidian e^Miipim ^^itiuition. This distorted 
conception could ^ arise from liniited coiitact with iion-Indian 
valuas on xhem niutters, Huch contact us niight come throLigh 
the cliaunels of nia^s eoinniunication— television, radio| movies, 
and niag'a^ines. Ahg, it is possible that the sheer contrast 
between the reser\'ation or vesevvation-like aituations and college 
campus situations creates a rather spontaneous urge to splurge. 

u The most probable explanation for this problem, liow^ 
evar, seems to be rooted in a genuine need of the Indian stu- 
dent to imrticipate in college life at the level of the non-Indian, 
It m doubtful that the Nvardrobe of the enterin^r freshnian 
Indian p as complete that of the non-lijdian. In^^ofar an 
clothesjand ''spending money** for incidential iivinfr are held 
to be sitniiica^t in the college situation, the need for funds for 
these itJems will be felt an long as the items, themselves, are 
lacldnid ^o help remedy this sitnation, coUege^ and universi- 
ties might make their official eatinuites of college expenses 
more i/ealistic than are the present minimal figures. On the 
other hand* the perHons, groups, and agencies that are able 
to profvirte funds to Indian students attending college could 
well ivfford to consider the added personal, educationah and 
social freturn that might come froni the slightly JarKer invest- 
nient ihat would be retjuired to cover thene ex])*eik^e,s. 



/ Inability to Relate Themselvas to the Future. The inabiN 
ity of the Indian student to project himself into the future, 
vocationally and educatienally, is clearly revaalyd in the re- 
sults' uf thi^ study. Further, he lacks cQntideuce in his own 
judgment as to hevv ^he should proceed along tKJft path. To 
a eertstn extent theaa are problems of almoHt'all yQang people 
in aur ;?f>ciely. Hovrever» tliey are especially diff'icuU pro- 
blems for the youiig Indian, 

Almost froin birth, nan-Indians am surrounded by people 
who are interested in. their ruspoctivov. futureH. Parents giw 
guidaiice and suiiport in tlie proeesROH pf Heleeting and achieve 
ing goals. Additional guidanca and support ia prDvided by 



Jndian. His parents and his friends are not geutn'ally familiar 
with the attainable goals in noii-lndiaM Hociety ov, when there 
is some fimiliartty, there in a lack of infnrinatin!i as tf» how 
such goals may, in . fart, be achieved. 



and, more HpecMrii nlly, guuUintte ccuinscrlrirH have a unitiue ancL 
doubly impD t k in performing^ services for thg (ndian 



' friend 
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. student II is «ugKo.l«d thnt. wheruaa the nnnnnl cnunselin." 
IL!:;/?''^'"''"* the informati&n' and ^uidanc!; ul' 'pat " 5 

iin ' ■i'election and attainment 

of educational and voojitinnal goala. , i- i mienc 

thor.i^rl;r'%''! f':'*'""" J-^Wi^'tered and in which 

a aid^xagational Kindance nuist develop much ^trumev pro- 
mams. rhsHe prognuiis nuist be placed ih the hands or tl ine 

Tl ^'^'^ '"^IP these Mu- 

' I V'''""^"' '^1^'""' "flnunWewd in a niedianifal 

f. Hhn,n Inn nu.st he a Jiving and nieaninKtu! part of thfe liv,^ . 
f t the rndian yoiniK people. Experience will probnhiv reve'il 
hat the traditional n^ethod. of providing ^.uid.nee a.rlemu S 
n^y service, are not appliuable to the present sitlnitlnn ' In 
^J/ovelS ""^^^"'^'ti^'^ »:'^cl flexible practices nu,.t be 

The 'evidence revealed by tlwH «tudv su-KeHts that ctni^. 
i^mpoi-iu-y guidance and cou„«alihn. practices are ne^MonsV 
c encient m the .ualitie. ihnt are nect!..ary tu n,ake pot b « 
the ach.evenie.d: of goals lor which they w«re intended A 
Jul re-exammation of such practices appears to be the first 
colt^HttK?? - «"lvin^ related in.dd.n,s of Indian 

it should be noted that the colleges and universities neJi' 
to make .ho same reasscssnu.nt of Lheir guidance and cnun-el- 
.ng programs. Perhaps it v^ould be warranted in CDlletfcs and' 
univoi^.nes to have a .ingle. indivyElual responsible fur the 
counseling ,d- Indian students. Such a pm-jon would n^-.d to 
c shideiits . flio Indian 

■ y ' ' ' ■ 

■ Concortt About Moral and Religious Questions and Fam- 
■ ly Members. The x^w is taken Iioru thnt ihe problems re- ^ 
lating to.<|uostions Jl moral and religimrs mailers and the 
, problenis relating to cmcern about, familv ■ niemb.-rs roflect 
■the general insecurity that is goiierateil by the problems cit- 
ed tlvrougliout this study. This view is taken because of the 
iiatuva ot tlie.HB pTOblom.'i u.s tliey Imvu been revealed in tins 
stud.v, ■ ■ , V 

h- orcnncern nbout family membefs, it ' was ' 

shoNvn that '•bilingimP' Indians do nor miss thdr parents (tiore ' 
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than do the **EnglisK-only*' Indiatts* Indian students ave not pa^^- 
tiuuhirily cohcerned irijoiit hearing more often from theu^ fai^ 
ily and fiiunds. Yet* the results of 'the 3Iooney.j.Probleni ChecK 
List clearly indicate tha^ there are problems' in this arjia 
that nve^ distinctively Indian. These incongistencies sug^ar 
that the' problem is indirectly, ratRer than directly^ related to 
the well-beinjr of tlie ^familj^ members, . 

In tile "lirea of religious questions^ the major specific 
pTobltms relate to wanting n more adequate philosophy of 
life, wanting to know mure about the Bible, wanting to feel 
closer to God, and feeling bad about not attending 'churchy 
frequently enough. It appears that nU of tliese factors are 
related to a concern for greater personal and social security* 

In regard to moral problems, it appears^ that the only 
rjignificant problem has to do %vith the worry, ou^ the part of 
the student, about some "mistakes*' he has made in the past, 
Ayhile it is only speculative, it might be suggested that there 
\ IS a tendency to judge conduct that is a part of the Indian 
or Teserration heritage in terms of the standards of Western 
culturei If this assumption has any validity^^it would be well 
for religious leadets, to Indicate the relativity of cultures at 
the same time that guiding moral principles are taught, ^ 

In summary, the problems, in these two major areas 
do not appear clearly und'^in Bharjj focus. It' In a result of 
this circumstance that it is argued that thtse problems are 
only symptomatic of a general state of insecurity. If this as- 
Hnmj)tipn is valid, the problems Jn liiyi^e j^reas should be les- 
Huned as the probleniH in other areas are solvedr 

The Related Nature of ihe Problems of Jnuian Col* 
loge Students, In. these? concluding HtatemLnts ihn oWempt has 
.been 'made to provide a, fi'amework witliin whith the prn- 
bleniH of Indian college students might bo viewed. This frame- 
work is, limited by thu Tact UiAt the probhtns^r'e eonssderad 
an f^eporati and distinct ontitli s, Tliis tv ;ju of analysis wm 
cliosen over one In which the problumH are all seen as being 
rulatud to the, overall eullural niilitHi of the Lnflian becauHo 
it HOemed nioru eKpedient to do so— ex|)edieiit In the' sense 
qf, aceomplisiiing the puriiose of the Htucly an<l In the sen^e 
of niaking headwny In tlie amelioration nf ihu proljlems* How- 
yvitrp In cQnclualnn, it Hhouhl by ruiteratcril that all of theHo 
probli^ms do havo a coinnion .^onrcOi Insorar as the common 
source of thuse and other huUiui ijroblums may bs ^hanged, 
HO thi^H^? proliloms will chango, Tlierufnrep while it is desirablo 



41 



Goes To College 



30 



to take whatever limited action is possible for the solution 
of iptcific problems, advantage must also be taken of*6ver3^ 
opportunity to alter the basic cultural disorganization of the 
contemporary Indian. To attack the problems from all anfflen 
ji the best than can be done ^^sfeh the limited knowledge that 
IS available to us. Only through tkig continuous and energetic 
pursuit of knowleclge in all of these areas may the problems 
be solved. 




/ 
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APPENDIX 

Parents Address ....... 

Age,...„.. Degree of Ind 
Name»oE Col!ege„„..„ ^ 
Year in College...,.,,. 
Minor (b) 

Ghack (X) tha types of achool attendad and circla trades 
tandad m eachi 




Sex. Tribal affiliation..,,.. 
Home reservation 
Major (g) 
.-.Married Veteran ...... 



„. Federal 
..Churtfh 
,;.Publie 



1 2 8 4 5 0 7 
1 .2 3 4 5 6 7 
12 3 4 5 6^7 



8 9 
8 9 
8 f). 



10 
10 

in 



n 
11 
11 



at- 

12 
12 
12 



Fro'kn what elementary school did you graduate? 
From what secondary school did you graduate? 

Mother's decree of Indian blood? 

Father's degree of Indian blood? ..„.,. 

What grade did mother lonipiete? 

What grade did father I'oniplete? ...;„,.,,, 



CinCLlC OH CHECK THE ANHWKIt THAT 
IIHHT DliJHCIUnKH YOIJ 
LANGUAGICS SI'OKKN 

1. Do you npmk an Infljaii langiuiguV .„„.',;. 

(iO Did you fipoak Inflian befuru ieaniiiig to 8|ioiik 

vhimhy , :.....„..„...........:„ . yes no 

(b) Do yoa think- that Bp«al<ing lntlian iiiake.^ It difficiUt 

lor you to exproflfi you I'welf flt/equately in Engliflh V no 



yes no 



2, Dom your father spoak Indian? 

3, UocH your fathur Hpeak KngllHh? 

4, Pees your mfilhui' Hpctiik Jnrliiin? 

3. DouH yrjiii" inothei' flpeak Ettgll.Hh'/ 

•6. li indlon Bpokon in your home in DrefBi'enea to 

■ ' English ? 

■ • 43 



^ J'Oa nn 

■ yeM .no 

>fe» no 

y^s 110 

yaB no 
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7. Do your college marks iu English average C or. better? yes no 
■ S, Did you study a foreign language in high school? ........ yes no 

(a) What foreign language did you take in high school 

(b) How many years did you sjudy a foreign language 
in high school? J, . -.^^^-^^--^-^ -^^^^^^^^^ 

FINANCES AND BUDGETING 

9. Circle YES if you are receiving financial assistance frdm any 
of the fDllawing sources: ^ 

(a) Tribal ©r federal loan (must be repaid) ............. ... yes no 

(b) Tribal ©r federal grant (does not have to 

be repaid) ^ 

(c) South Dakota Indian Scholarship yes no 

(d) Veterans benefits ....................... yes no 

(e) Vocational Rehabilitation - y^s no 

(f) Your'^parentB -^^-^^^^^^^^ ^ yes no 
^ (g) Your relatives -^-^"— m'^— yes 

(h) Other (please state) ^^.^^---^^ - - 

10, AVould yau bave gone to college if ysu had not received fi- 
nanciul asiistance from sources otter than parents and 
relath^es? .....A . ---...^^^.^^ -^ .^^ 

\ 1 Howf much of your Hnancial co^t of attending cullego can your 
parents .provide ? (aUj (most) isome) (Uttla) (none) 

12, Hew do your financial resources compare tvlth thoie of the 
' avuragu white student? 

Do you have (check unu) ? ^ 

(a) ,....ninru J* 

(b) . . „..16hs 

(c) . , ,..-Mal)f)ut tfiu Hanui 

18. Mark svltli an U) Iho ItaJtis In the fQllowing liBt for which 
you f^ei you have ndequate funib: 

(a) ........... ...Joud 

fb) .....cluthlng 

(e) scHodI supplioa 

44 
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= /■ . 

, (d) ....,.,,...„..,tLution aiid fe 



(e) .spending nioney 

, 14. Uid you have instructions in liandling funds before 
coming to college? 

15. Do you feel it is a good idea to have Instructi^ 
handhng funds before coming to college 

16. Answer the follQwing if you have received anv 
funds from the Bureau ot Indian Affairs: 

(n) ^Yas it sent directly to you? ... 



yes no 
yes no 



.... yes no 

(b) Was it sent to the college? _ yes no 

(c) Do you feel that it would be better to have ^ ' 
the funds sent dli%clly to you rather than 

to the college? 



yes no 



TRANSITION FROM HOME TO COLLEGE 

17. Was it difficult for you to remain in aollege when you en- 
ter as a Freshmtui because of: 
■ ^ (a) Homesickness ^ yes no 

(b) First e>q)erience in being away from home yes no 

(cL^ck of friends J...........,,..........,;, ygg no 

(d) \Change In type or amount of social activity yes no 

(e) Lack of finances .....„.:,..L......,...„....„...„.,:„_., ya/ no 

(f) Other (please state) yes no. 
18. Did you miss being away from your family when ^ ' 

you fii^t enterpd college V ....... :„_^,^^. , .^^^^^ __ y^g 

o >n^/^^ ^^^^ ^^''^^ away from your family mwl . . ytii as 
-U. \Pid you mms being an^ay from your familv whon 

ydu fir^t entered ec)Ilege? ^. yea tio 

21. Do >>^a-miiB being avvayir^ those friends now? yes no 

22, AboutN^w often do your parontH write to you? fcheck one) 
.....weekly ' 
.... .every other wauk 
..^.nionthjy 

.....InsB than onm a rucnilh 
..MTiever 4^ 

winh your pnruntH wfuild writn to you more 

7" 5 iii... yes no 

i 
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24.. Do you vvish that you would get more mail from 

your friends? ,,.,.....„.....„.^....„... ...... ym no 

2o. When you first came to college what was 3'our 
attitude about living on the i^eservation ? (check one) 

(a) very good place to live 

(b) ........ .„.,..fairly good place to live 

(c) ....,..,......^,did not make much difference 

(d) ...... .not a very good place to live 

(e) very unsatiafactory place to live 

26, Wliat is your present .attitude about living on a , 
reservation? (check one) 

' (a) ....... ...„„..very gbod place to live = 

(b) ..iairly good place to live 

(c) ............ ....does, not make much difference 

(d) not a very gdod place to live 

(e) very unsatisfactory place to live 

27. Do you plan to make your honie on the reriorvation 

after finishing college? ^ yes no 



SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT 

23. Do y^u feel that being Indian is a handicap in 

your relations with other people? . yes no 

29, Do you fiel that being Indian will be an employment 

handicap after leaving college? yon no 

^ - - ^ 

HO* How ottm do you think about being m Indian? (check opo) 

(a) ..„vcry frGquently 

(b) ...fairly otluii . ' ■ 

(c) ^,,,..nncG in a while 

(d) /................auldom 

(e) ...jiuyer ^ ■. 

HI, Have you hetui discriminated aj^iainst bueause you 

arG an Indian? yen no^ 

32, Do fellDw studentH diacrimltiato against you bccauso 

youaraan Indian?.. ,,m yon no 

46 
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88.. Do yoiv feel that professors discriminate against 

you because yoii are an Indian? ygg 

V Would you rather be a white person than an Indian? yes no 

35. Are you proud of your Indian ancestry? yes no 

36. Which of the following hmt describes your physical ' 
.appearance? (check one) - / ' 

(a) ....J look like a "fullblood^ 

(b) J ha\e a few visible Indian characteristics. 

(c) J am indistinguishable from a white person, 

37. Do you wish yoiu^complexion was lighter?^..,... yes no/ 

88. Did your high school provide you with social training 

that helps you in college? no 

3D. Would you like to date mory? yes no 

40. Do you date any of the white students on the campus ? ves no 

41. WouUlyou prerer to date Indian students than white 
students? _ yes no 

42. Dp ybu date any of tHe Indian students on the campus? yes no 
40. Are you afraid you would be turned down by a white 

student if you asked one for a date? (only males 

answer) yes no 

44. Have any white students asked to date ygu? (only , 
females answer) ..................... veg no 

45, Would yeu rath&r associate with Indian people 

than with white people? , . , yes no 



DKClHJON ON GOING TO COLM3GI3 



4€. In what year of school did you decide 


to go to college: 




~ (a) Before the eighth grade ..... ....... 


yes 


no 


(b) DurinK Ihu ninlh grade 


yes 


no 


(c) During Ihu tenth Kradu ... ^ 


. . .... yen 


no 


' .(<l) During thu oluvuntli gnule 


. ^ yea 


no 


. (0) During the twulith gradu . ...... i 


...^ yea 


no 


in After leaving high HvMooi 


, yos 


no 


47. WaB^your deuiHion in tMifnlng to cfillogu 


inniiunuinl by: 




(a) Year piirents 


,.. ycH 


no 
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(b) A teacher ......... yes no 

(c) A friend yes no 

(d) Prifidtj minister, or other religious person. ........ yes no 

(e) Athletics yes no 

(f) A person 5*ou admired? If yes/who?^^,..._.„....^^ yes no 

(s) Otjjer (please state) ? ...,.„..., yes no 

48, Was your decision in coming to college based primarily 
on a desire to be of future assistance to Indian 

people ? ................,.,...._...,..,.._^,.„.^„.„^^ yes no 

If you answered quistion 48 yes in what way would 

^ you like to be of assistance to Indian people 7 



HIGH SCHOOL TRAINI^^G 

49. Do you feel that your high school education was 

adequate? yes no 

50* Do you feel that you svere adequately trained . by 
your high school for college work in (check only 
courses concerning you) 



(a) MathematicB ves 

(b) Science yes 

(c) English yes 



no 
no 
ho 

(ri) Social studies ...f^T'yS'^^no 

. (e) MuHic yes no 

(f) Ilomemaking 'yos no 

(g) Other (pIcaHe state) ............. 

51. Do you fuel that inadec|uate training lu liigh school 
, : deterred you from sonie vocatlo]iaI or profissional 

goal ? 

If answarecl yen in question Gl: 

(a) What was tHu area in which you feci that you 
were not adequately prepitrbd by your high 
school ? , . 

(b) What would have boen your vocntional or 
profeHHhmal goal if you had boon aflGquatoly 

' , , trained to pursue that'^goui? .... 



yes no 



48 
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The Sioux Indiaii 



yes no 
yes no 



yes 
yes 



no 
no 



PERSONAL PRO^BLEMS 

,52. Are you troublad at /Present with any persona] ' 

problem? yes no 

53/ With whom would you prefer discussmg d personal problem? 

(a) A friend .........--..■i.,-^,,...-..,,„.,...../i.u..,....,...„,., ........... 

^ (b) parents .,..,...,,.....r^._.,...„.™...,.._;....,.„.„„..„, 

(c) . A counselor 

(d) Minister or priest ...................... 

(e) Other (please state position or relationship) ......... 

54. Do you feel that there is someone at the college with 
whom you could dlicuss a problem? 

55. With whom would you discuss: 
Type of Problem Nnme of Persort 

(a) Personal 

(b) Vocational 

(c) Emotional 



yes no 



Position OP 
Relationship 



HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE ^ - 

56. Did your high school provide you with any information ' 
that was helpful in: ■ 

(i) RjBgistering in college yea 

(b) Helping you dicideon a voeatiOTal or prDfessional 

"^^^'^ yea 

yes 



(c) Knowing the e^cpenHes of attentling college 
(cl) Helping you choose the college that best suited' 
your needn nnd abilities 



yes 
yea 
yes 



no 

no 
no 



no 
no 
no 



(u) rnforming you about college life I,;....,,..,, 

(f) nudgoting fiuula wisely ! 

57. Was the information given you hy your high hcIioqI 

about college lifaacciu'ate yes no 

B8. What information do you fuel that you|* hlgli Hchool 
should have provided you with in order to make an 
tasier fldJuH^njent to cdilego life? 

What ihformutiun should the college have supplied you with 
to help in yo44r adjustment to colle^ft lif©? • ^ 
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Goes To College ' .ti 

60. la it advantageous to be an Indian? 

61. Would yoii pi-^fer to rooni with an Indian or, white student? 
Please explain your answer. 

62. Do you feel that yoiu- social life in college la satisfactory'^ 
Please explain. ; 

63. Do you khow any Indian students who left college before 
graduation? If so, what were their majox^reaaons for leaving? 

(b) : 



(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
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Ii^tituia of Indian Studies 
Stcrte University of South Dakota 
VermiUiQn, South Dakota 



\ . REPORTS PUBLISHED 

\ ^ 
Program Proceedings^ First Annual Conf irenee on In^an 

' Affairs X195d). 

A Pralteinary^Dcio-Economic Study of the Sissston-Wahpatra 
Sioiix, by i%omas McPartland (1055)* 

Tribal Law for Q^lala SIouk, by Oliver E, Laymon (1958)* 

Program and Proceedings^ Second Annual Conference on Indian 

Indians, Law Enforceinent and Local Government^ by W, 0. 
Farber, Phillip A. OOeen, and Robert A. Tichttter (1957)* 

Program and PrO€eedings,\Third Annual Conference on Indian 
Affairs (1957). \ 

Program and ProcetdingSj Fourth Annual Conference on Indian 
Affairs (1958)* \ 

The SiouK Indian Goes to College, .by John Artichocker^ Jr^ 
and Kill M* Palmer (1989). \ 

News Reporti . 




Ststa Department Public li^tructiQn 
Division of Education \ 
Pierre, South Dakota \ ' 

\^ 

RECENT STUDIES \ 

Indians of South Dakata, by John Artiohocker, Jr. (1954), 
Annual Reporti, ,Johnaon O'Malley Program \ 
Reporta and Surveys, School Year Services \ 



Indian Nowsletters 

Special Edueational SurvsyB and Reporta 



\ 



